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Suggested Risk Assessment for Caving

Place:










    Date:

	What are the hazards?


	Who could be affected?
	What steps can you take to reduce risk?


	Who is responsible for the risk assessment?

	Poor decision making and leadership
	Children and teachers
	Request evidence of  recent and relevant experience
Request evidence of appropriate National Caving Association qualifications
	

	Unsuitable route for group
	Children and teachers
	Request written site risk assessment and operating procedures
Ensure route has been specifically risk assessed and  knowledge/advice gained from appropriate local caving organisation
Group leader to assess risk during activity
	

	Flooding
	Children and teachers
	Gain knowledge of cave system prior to activity

Observe weather patterns before trip and on the day
	

	Slow moving water
	Children and teachers
	Brief young people and parents/carers about risks and action required 
	

	Deep water, flooded passages
	Children and teachers
	 Only use caves /  mines which suit ability of group
 Provide suitable equipment / clothing / emergency equipment
 Seek advice from caving association
	

	Illness or injury


	Children and teachers
	Ensure group leader is first aid trained 

Ask for medical information from parents/carers

Ensure accident / emergency procedures known by leaders
Ensure first aid equipment carried by party
	


This is your school’s Risk Assessment Form. Please ensure it is completed and filed correctly.
