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Suggested Risk Assessment for Gorge Walks
Place:



       






Date:

	What are the hazards?


	Who could be affected?
	What steps can you take to reduce risk?


	Who is responsible for the risk assessment?

	Poor decision making and leadership
	Children and teachers
	Leader must be able to show evidence of recent and relevant experience of activity and competence
Guidance in ‘Handbook for Group Leaders’ and ‘Group Safety at Water Margins’ available from www.teachernet.gov.uk/visits 
	

	Extreme weather and cold water
	Children and teachers
	Consider weather forecast and prevailing conditions on day
Ensure group has suitable clothing and equipment, dry spare clothing, hot drinks and emergency equipment
Check kit before departure
	

	Deep and / or fast flowing water


	Children and teachers
	Ask for written specific risk assessment and / or local  operating procedures

Obtain weather forecast and decide whether to proceed or adapt activity
Collect details of swimming ability of young people in group
Obtain parental consent for swimming activities
Leader to assess activity at start and during visit
	

	Injury illness or emergency away from immediate help
	Children and teachers
	Ensure one leader is first aid trained and has first aid kit

Collect information about pre-existing medical conditions and take correct medication
Ensure leaders are briefed and have planned emergency procedures

Arrange to have secure communications such as mobile phones if necessary
Pre-plan emergency procedures and communications
Identify suitable exit routes
	

	Falls, falling rocks, cliffs,

Impact with solid object, jumping into water, swept against something solid
	Children and teachers
	Take necessary equipment (helmets, robust footwear) depending on results of risk assessment
Pre-visit and request site specific risk assessment and operating procedures

Identify suitable exit routes 
Ensure close supervision by experienced staff 

Ensure ropes are only used by qualified staff working to an operating procedure
	

	Ability levels and size of group
	Children and teachers
	Collect details of:

Swimming ability; age or skill level; knowledge and understanding of activity by young people, parents / carers and staff

Conduct staff briefings
	


This is your school’s Risk Assessment Form. Please ensure it is completed and filed correctly.
