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Suggested Risk Assessment for Sailing and Dinghy Activities
Place:










       Date:

	What are the hazards?


	Who could be affected?
	What steps can you take to reduce risk?


	Who is responsible for the risk assessment?

	Poor decision making and leadership skills
	Children and teachers
	Leaders must demonstrate evidence of recent and relevant experience, and any necessary qualifications
	

	Unsuitable location
	Children and teachers
	The venue must be approved or specifically assessed by a competent person

Request written site specific risk assessment and operating procedures

Take ability / experience of group into account when planning activities
	

	Water environment
	Children and teachers
	Ensure a Senior Instructor is present and oversees all activities
Staff must hold first aid and resuscitation awards
Ensure rescue craft are operated by suitably qualified staff
Check all craft and personal equipment has suitable buoyancy 

Ensure you know the swimming abilities of the group and obtain parental consent
	

	Equipment failure
	Children and teachers
	Ensure all equipment is checked before use
Check whether an equipment log is maintained
Check whether an annual maintenance programme is undertaken
	

	Head injury


	Children and teachers
	Participants to be trained on risks

Helmets and padded booms to be used if conditions dictate with beginners
	

	Exposure to weather 


	Children and teachers
	Provide clear information about suitable clothing and equipment to young people and parents / carers
Check suitability of clothing and footwear prior to visit
Plan for pupils who fail to bring suitable clothing – check before departure and bring spares
Ensure shelter and changing arrangements are provided
Obtain weather forecasts, monitor weather and change plan if necessary

Ensure an emergency telephone is available
	

	Illness and infection
	Children and teachers
	Brief young people and parents / carers about Weil’s diseases, blue green algae and other specific risks
	


This is your school’s Risk Assessment Form. Please ensure it is completed and filed correctly.
